	DRAFT Minutes of the Little Hoole Parish Council Meeting 
Held at 7pm on Monday 13th April 2026, at Walmer Bridge Village Hall
In attendance: Cllrs L Dryden (Chair), S Evald, E Moore, & D Owen. Mr P Cafferkey (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer). 3 members of the public.
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1. Apologies for absence. Cllrs T Wilcock, J Rainsbury, and S Rainsbury.
2. To agree the minutes of the last Parish Council mtg. It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 9th Mar 2026, be accepted as a true record and were agreed unanimously.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk116496559]To receive declarations of interest. Cllrs Moore and Owen declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 7.
4. Matters arising from the minutes of last meeting. None.
5. Public Time - matters raised by members of the public. Cllr Dryden confirmed, following a request from a member of the public, that there were no updates with regard to a previous planning application (as approved by SRBC); planning reference 07/2025/00194/FUL, erection of 2 no. self-build dwellings, Land Adjacent, 26 Hall Carr Lane, Walmer Bridge. 
The increasing number of pot holes was discussed and the Parish Council confirmed that the repair of these are the responsibility of the Highways Authority (Lancashire County Council). 
A question was asked about the possible extension of the footpath on Dob Lane Park (item 23 of mins 9th March 2026 refer) and whether the path would link into the path in the children’s play area. The Parish Council confirmed that they had not been formally approached by South Ribble Borough Council (SRBC), nor had they seen any plan as to exact route of the path extension. 
The poor state of the pathway at the entrance to the park resulting in a large puddle in wet conditions was raised, including the fact that this should be addressed by SRBC.
A representative from Little Hoole Primary School PTA gave a brief outline regarding their grant request of £4,099 towards the total cost of £12,298 for lighting and a new sound system for the School Hall. At present only one quote has been obtained by the school, the Parish Council stated they would need to see evidence of at least three quotes to ensure value for money. The Parish Council also stressed that the application needed to demonstrate benefits to the wider community. (item 7 also refers).
6. Planning Applications. 
a) 07/2026/00169/NOT. 42 Great Gill Walmer Bridge PR4 5QP. Install Fixed Line Broadband Apparatus.
b) 07/2026/00159/HOH. The Willows Brook Lane Little Hoole PR4 5JB. Proposed boundary fence and stone driveway.
c) 07/2026/00085/HOH. Dob Lane Nurseries Dob Lane Walmer Bridge PR4 4SU. Retrospective application for the erection of a detached outbuilding to be used as a home office / domestic storage.
d) 07/2026/00054/TDC. 42 Hall Carr Lane Longton PR4 5JJ. Stage 2 Technical Details Consent for the erection of 1no. detached dwelling following Stage 1 Permission in principle application 07/2025/00249/PIP

There were no objections to the above planning items. 

7. Grant application from Little Hoole Primary School PTA in the sum of £4,099 towards the estimated total cost of £12,298 for provision and installation of new lighting and sound system in the school hall. This matter was deferred to the May meeting as two Cllrs declared an interest in this matter (item 3 refers) which meant that there were insufficient Cllrs present to vote on this matter i.e. a minimum of three Cllrs is required to be present to vote.

8. To approve the following transactions in the bank for March 2026.
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It was resolved that the above transactions be approved. 

9. Payments approved by email or pre-approved and retrospectively noted. It was resolved that an invoice from Waterleaf Aqua Care in the sum of £138.99 (VAT not applicable) to inspect, and clean pond fountain system; supply and install pump shield, at Old Mill Court, be approved.

10. Payments for approval  It was resolved that the Clerk’s claim for March 2026 for 14.76 hours be approved.
11. Finance Statement as at 31 March 2026. As at 31 March 2026: Little Hoole Parish Council has a balance of £54,563 compared with an opening balance at 1 April 2025 of £66,424. This represents net expenditure during 2025/26 of £11,861. Of the balance as at 31 March 2026, an amount of £15,348 (excl VAT) is earmarked for CIL expenditure in 2026/27; this will reduce the CIL balance to nil in 2026/27 following a decision in 2025/26, but to be expended in 2026/27, to purchase 2 new bus stops at the location of Star Garage (junction of Liverpool Old Road and Liverpool New Road). It was resolved that the Finance Statement be approved.
12. To approve the Asset Register as at 31st March 2026. It was resolved that the Asset Register be approved. 
13. Review and approval of the Parish Council’s Grants and Donations Policy. A few minor errors were noted in the wording of the policy; these are to be rectified by the Clerk and the policy to be re-submitted to the May meeting. 
14. Update: re the replacement of the two bus shelters at the junction of Liverpool Old Road and Liverpool New Road (Star Garage) at a cost of £15,942 (excl VAT). The Chair reported that the situation is still the same as last month (March mtg) in that he is still awaiting communication from SRBC, despite a number of reminders, as to whether SRBC will contribute towards the cost of the two new bus shelters.
15. Update re Memory Bench. The Chair reported that he is awaiting submission of prices to provide a base for the bench.
16. Update re Pedestrian Access to Longton Health Centre & Library. The situation remains the same as last month (March 2026) in that the Chair has emailed NHS Property Services, but as yet still no response.
17. Update re tree carving on Dob Lane Recreation Park. Cllr Evald reported that she has received two quotes from two people willing to undertake the tree carving on Dob Lane Recreation Park, both at a cost of £800 (excl VAT); both these people have public liability insurance. It was resolved that the tree carving would go ahead and that Cllr Evald would choose the most appropriate person based on a review of their existing carvings.
18. Update re Insurance Claim. The Clerk confirmed that he has emailed Zurich Insurance asking for an official complaint form.
19. Discussion re Items to be Insured. Given the ongoing problem with regard to the failure of Zurich Insurance to settle the Parish Council’s outstanding claim, it was agreed that at next month’s meeting a formal decision would be made as to which items are to be insured and the possible creation of a financial reserve for “self-insurance”.
20. Discussion re Dog Fouling. Following a number of complaints about dog fouling in the village Cllr Evald reported that she had obtained permission for 8 temporary posters to be displayed on lamp posts within the village – the cost of the posters is minimal. It was resolved to proceed with the display of the posters. 
21. Summer Activities Programme – Update. 	Cllr Wilcock has obtained a quote from Bouncelona of £520 per day (was £470 per day in 2025), for the manned provision of a big slide, 2 x bouncy castles, 2 x generators (incl fuel). For the planned 6 days this would be a cost of £3,120. Another quote has been sought but no response as yet. 
22. Fault on Zip Wire. A member of the public had kindly reported that the seat had become detached from the Zip Wire; the Clerk has thanked the member of the public. Cllrs Evald and Dryden reported that the D link had come loose, leading to the detachment of the seat. Whilst the Parish Council purchased the Zip Wire, ownership and responsibility for maintenance was transferred to South Ribble Borough Council (SRBC), and so this matter has been referred to SRBC; including a request for a more secure D link.
23. Update - Summer Planting. ACER Gardens, who undertook the summer planting last year, has provided a similar quote to last year. Quotes from two other companies have been sought but no response as yet.

24. Information and Updates. This item is purposefully not recorded; it is to allow Councillors a short time to discuss any matters that might result in a future agenda item. No financial or legal decisions are made.

25. Correspondence. None.

26. Date & Time of Next Meeting. It was agreed that the next meeting is to be held on Mon 11th May 2026.  The Annual Meeting of Little Hoole Parish Council will take place at 6:45pm to be immediately followed (approx. 7pm) by the May Parish Council meeting. Location: Walmer Bridge Village Hall, in the Lounge. 
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Date Payee £ Description

02-Mar-26Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS) 62.04Mthly email & website sub

25-Mar-26B/P to: Sparkles 25.00Bus Shelters Cleaning

25-Mar-26B/P to: Lancashire County 240.00Moving of SPiD

25-Mar-26B/P to: Paul Cafferkey 99.41Clerk Tax Mth 12 Salary

31-Mar-26Service Charge 7.00Monthly Bank Charge

31-Mar-26Bank Credit -209.41Credit Bank Interest

Current a/c

Deposit a/c


